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Shifting trends
In admissions
Christopher DeFillippi
Journal Staff

Suzi Brander-Journal Staff

The Temple Street Fair on Thurs., April 21, gave Suffolk clubs and organizations a chance to
recruit new members. Students also participated in fun and games In celebration of the year’s
end. Senior Damian Mierny and sophomore Chantha Toeum playfully Joust In Alumni Park.

Suffolk film buffs fill C. Walsh
Amanda Bellamy
Journal Staff

Fliers posted around Suffolk
for WSUB's Fourth Showcase
warned, "Some films may contain
strong violence, language and
mature themes. Viewer discretion
is advised."
Despite the disclaimer, the club
saw its largest turnout to date on
Thurs., April 21, in the C. Walsh
Theatre.
The showcase serves as the cul
mination of a year's work. Eight

films from various members of
WSUB were screened before fel
low students and faculty, along
with two PSA's providing infor
mation about the ADAPT program
at the Suffolk Counseling Center.
Responses to "Illusions of
Passion," a film-noir spoof by
WSUB
Assistant
General
Manager Billy Thegenus, exceed
ed the filmmaker's expectations.
He introduced the film by simply
saying, "I'm proud of it."
In "Illusions of Passion,"
Thegenus plays a private eye who

becomes romantically involved
with his latest client. Bad Chinese
food and an opium dealer, howev
er, create comedic tension.
"I really didn't think they'd
laugh at every joke," he said.
Thegenus found inspiration in a
short film from "The Animatrix,"
called "A Detective Story." The
animated short, in stark black and
white, follows traditional film noir
style.
Thegenus chose a more humor
ous route with his film. "I didn't

Journal Staff

Contributors, editors and facul
ty advisors of the Suffolk literary
journal Venture gathered Thurs.,
April 21, in the main office of the
Student Activities Center to read
poems,* prose and excerpts from
short stories they had written to
celebrate the completion of the
annual issue.
The publication also contained
illustrations and photographs,
many of which were created by

students from Suffolk's New
England School of Art and Design.
Roughly- 40 people attended the
meeting.
"I was doing something as sim
ple as typing up this sign-up sheet
and it hit me; it's all over," said
Venture Editor-in-Chief and grad
uating senior Jill Garzik. "It's way
beyond everything I've ever
dreamed for. There's a lot of heart
and soul on every page... I'm real
ly going to miss it."
Associate Editor and junior
George Scala HI, who will edit

TanFall Out Boy rolls into Boston
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Chicago’s latest pop-punk offering brings new
rjenergy to the local scene.
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see ADMISSIONS, page 2

March survey looks at
student drinking patterns
Brian Messenger
Journal Staff

between 19-40 were considered
indications of possible alcohol
dependence.
Of the 202 participants, less
than one percent scored in the
"harmful" range of 19 or above,
while 31 percent of the respon
dents fell within the "hazardous"
range between eight and 18,
according to the report.
"This doesn't mean to be statis
tically representative of Suffolk
University. It's voluntary," warned
Gemignani. "For us, the point is
not to screen in order to have a
sample, a representative sample of
Suffolk University students; it is
to screen in order to provide
awareness."
Questions on the AUDIT,
which was carried out the morning
of March 7 from 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. in the Donahue and Sawyer
building lobbies, ranged from ask
ing how often an individual drinks
alcohol and how many drinks they
will normally consume to "how
often during the last year have you
been unable to remember what
happened the night before because
you had been drinking?"
"To an extent the study tells
something about students at
Suffolk," commented Gemignani,
after admitting he understands the

see VENTURE, page 3

Figures provided this month by
a Suffolk Counseling Center
report offer a glimpse at the drink
ing habits of university students,
after 202 anonymous responses
were calculated using the Alcohol
Use Disorders Identification Test
(AUDIT) during the week before
Spring Break 2005.
The test, used as part of
National Alcohol Screening Day
across the United States, was just
part of the effort by numerous
Suffolk departments to increase
the awareness of alcohol use and
abuse on campus, according to the
report written by Counseling
Center Doctoral Intern Marco
Gemignani
and
Graduate
Assistant Lee Grever.
"We did find that there is quite
an interesting percentage of stu
dents that drink significantly,"
commented Gemignani on the
report's findings, adding that the
survey judged participants based
on scores ranging from zero to 40.
The AUDIT results were bro
ken up into two categories.
Respondents with a total score
between 8-18 were interpreted as
being at risk for alcohol-related
health risks. Results totaling

Parting Shots

Making a difference

A staff says goodbye

Fifteen of Suffolk’s finest spend their Spring
Break in N. Carolina volunteering.

see WSUB, page 3

Venturing into new territory
Christopher DeFillippi_____

As the Suffolk experience of
the class of 2005 comes to a close,
the class of 2009 is just being
formed. Since 2004, applications
have increased over 23 percent,
which will likely result in an
incoming class demographically
different from past years. The
same can be said for the incoming
class of transfer students.
For incoming freshman, the
biggest difference can be said to
be the spike in applications from
high schools out of the New
England area, most significantly
California, Florida and Texas.
These trends at Suffolk are in
keeping with the fact that these

states have some of the highest
rates of population increase in the
country.
Vice President of Enrollment
and International Programs
Marguerite J. Dennis attributed
this increase in out-of-state apphcants to Suffolk's rising stature in
college-selection
publications
such as Princeton Review,
Barron's Guide and U.S. News
and World Report.
"We can't ignore the fact that
we are receiving applications from
out of state," Dennis said. "I think
some of those awards that we've
received last year, they're on our
website and people are paying
attention to that."
Dennis also credited stepped-

Venture next year, then gave
Garzik a flat, rectangular brown
package.
"It's just a Uttle something to
remember us from," Scala said.
"Not that you'll need it, since you'll
have this." Scala then held up a
copy of Venture magazine, to
laughs from the audience. The gift
was a wooden framed collage of
illustrations, photos and text from
the publication behind glass.
"This year's issue is the longest
Venture has ever published," said

Opinion/4

Features/10

see ALCOHOL, page 3
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Briefs
SGA approves increased club budget
After much deliberation and debate, the club budgets of groups
recognized by the Student Government Association were passed at
the Thurs., Aprii 21, SGA meeting. Following an extensive meeting
process, in which they met with the various organizations to discuss
their goals and anticipated programs for the upcoming academic
year, the SGA Finance Committee settled on the final number of
$280,000 to be divided amongst all the recognized clubs at Suffolk
University. This is an increase from the previous amount of
$250,000 that was allocated last year.

Sargent absent from recognition ceremony
University President David J. Sargent was noticeably absent from
the university’s annuai Recognition Day ceremony. Rumors have
swirled that the president fell and suffered a concussion. University
Provost Patricia Maguire Meservey denied reports that he had fallen.
"He is a little under the weather and is taking a few days off to
rest," Meservey said. Sargent will turn 74 years old in August. During
the Recognition Day ceremonies Meservey told the audience that
Sargent was in his office on Monday, April 25, but was taking more
time to recuperate from a small injury. Meservey added that Sargent
was looking forward to greeting everyone at the commencement cer
emonies in May.

http://suffolkjoumal.net

Scholar kicks off new program
Brian Messenger
Journal Staff

Kicking off what will become a
fixture of academic life at
Suffolk's College of Ajrts and
Sciences, historian, novelist and
Boston Globe columnist James
CarroU came to the university the
week of April 11 -15 as part of the
new
Distinguished
Visiting
Scholars Program.
Carroll spoke to 10 classes,
held five roundtable discussions
and lectured on his book,
"Constantine's Sword: The Church
and the Jews" at the C. Walsh
Theatre, all over a five-day period.
He covered topics relating to
writing and communications, poli
tics, history and government,
according to Suffolk English pro
fessor Fred Marchant, the creative
writing director of the university's
Poetry Center.
"All things considered, it was
an immensely rich experience ...
he felt especially at home here,"
said Marchant of Carroll's stint at
Suffolk. "He really enjoyed him
self and he really worked hard."
The Distinguished Visiting
Scholars Program, spearheaded by
CAS Dean Kenneth S. Greenberg,
will bring thinkers from all over
the world to Suffolk's campus.
"Next year the plan is to have a
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,

Suffolk’s changing face
ADMISSIONS from page 1

up recruiting efforts as weU
as more collaboration
between administrators on a
unified message of the cam
pus.
"We stay on message and
the message is that we are a
school that gives a lot of
personal attention, that it is
still a good value, that
focuses on teaching, the
growth of the smdent as a
person and location," said
Dennis. "I mean, downtown
Boston is stiU a very big
draw for people. But every
thing, our publications,
what our counselor says,
what our recruiter says,
everything stays on mes
sage."
Managing
Associate
Director of Undergraduate
Admission Nancy J. Fine
noted that in addition to
high schools that have tradi
tionally sent students to
Suffolk, mostly suburban
schools in the North Shore,
there's been an increase in
applications from the
Boston Public Schools,
largely due to increased
recruiting at those schools.
"There are some very
good resources in the
Boston Public Schools,"
Fine said. "I think, again,
given the diversity of
Suffolk, it would be a good
fit. I think to do that, you
need scholarships, you need

programs that are going to
attract these people to want
to stay in Boston."
Students who graduate
from Boston Public High
Schools are even more like
ly come to Suffolk after a
transfer.
"I have seen constantly
smdents from the area, from
Boston, or from a cornmutable distance let's say,
who decided to choose a
school pretty far from home
and they want to come
back,"
Fine
said.
"Sometimes they want to
get out of the city, but we
want to show them they can
stay in the city and suc
ceed."
Between the undergradu
ate and graduate schools,
Dennis estimated that there
are about 100 more interna
tional smdent applications
this year than in 2004.
After a decrease in inter
national smdents coming to
Suffolk after the Sept. 11
attacks, there has been an
increase in applications sent
in by international smdents
since 2004, although the
number of smdents coming
from the Middle East
remains tow.
"This had nothing to do
with Suffolk, but you know
the visa regulations became
very hard for smdents from
the Middle East and from
other countries as well,"

Dennis said. "What we are
seeing is some new coun
tries coming up. Viemam.
We've had about 10 smdents
enrolled this year and we've
never [sent recruiters] to
Vietnam.
So it's a new emerging
country where again, I
guess these are smdents that
are sponsored either by pri
vate industry or the govern
ment. We're starting to see
some awakening in a coun
try such as that."
Another trend. Fine
noted, was an increase in
smdents transferring from
four-year
colleges
as
opposed to community col
leges. She said that this
trend, as well as the others,
will not necessarily affect
Suffolk's selectivity.
"There're a lot of people
here who would like to see
[an increase in selectivity],
but you also don't want to
lose your mission, what
Suffolk's always been and
what we continue to say we
are," Fine said.
"We just started up the
arts and sciences honors
program for this September
... We have a good balance
of students and there's plen
ty here for the smdents who
want to be challenged and
we have the resources for
students who need some
help but are totally capable
of succeeding."

Shirin Abadi ... the Nobel Peace
Prize, we're talking people like
Martin Luther King Jr., Gandhi, so
she's in good company," said
Greenberg. Abadi is a former
Iranian judge tentatively sched
uled to come for two weeks in
Febmaiy of 2006.
Also scheduled in the 2005-06
academic year are appearances by
Robert Brustein, the former artistic
director of the American
Repertory Theatre, ChineseAmerican writer Maxine Hong
Kingston, filmmaker Carma
Hinton and Christiane Lemke, the
Jean Monnet Chair in European
Political Science at. Germany's
University of Hannover.
"I'm hoping that with every vis
iting scholar there will be a variety
of ways they will interact with the
community," said Greenberg, not
ing how Carroll, along with his
pubhc lecture at the C. Walsh
Theatre and roundtable discus
sions, also met individually with
smdents aspiring to be writers.
Though Greenberg acknowl
edged the program was his idea,
he was quick to share that Carroll
and all the other prospective schol
ars were contacted through thenconnections with Suffolk faculty.
Marchant, who knows Carroll as
well as Hong Kingston, said that
when it came to selecting the
Globe columnist, a Beacon HUl

resident, "It seemed like a natural
... a local resource."
Marchant estimated that up to
800 students participated in the
numerous events Carroll was
involved with throughout the
week.
SGA member Alan Motenko,
who normally gives tours to
prospective Suffolk smdents, was
able to give Carroll a view of the
campus. “I think he brought a
wealth of knowledge and culmral
background that was quite
unique,” he said.
Marchant recognized a pro
gram like the Distinguished
Visiting Scholars Program bene
fits the university itself as well as
the students who attend it, saying,
"The college participates in the
broader conversation of the world
and the world can come to
Suffolk.”
"My impression is that the sm
dents really connected [to CarroU].
It's almost a model for how this
thing can work," said Greenberg.
"It wasn't just that we were
impressed with James CarroU. He
was impressed with us. He loved
the students here, he loved the fac
ulty here," remarked Greenberg.
"In the end, the important thing
is that our students here get
exposed to ideas they wouldn't
normally get exposed to and get
exposed to great thinkers."

First Capital Realty Group :::
We offer 1,2,3+ Bedroom Apts. And Houses
All the Best Campus Locations!
Affordable as well as Luxury Apts!
Near The T!
No Fee Apts!

Apartments Available
www.bostonrealtygroup.net
Call (617) 536-2552 or Visit Us 288 Newbury St

Summer Work
Excellent Pay
Start Now or After Finals
•
•
•
•
All ages

Flex Schedules
Customer sales/services
No experience necessary
All majors welcome
18+, conditions apply.

Waltham/Boston 781-890-7667

Danvers/N.Shore 978-774-7700
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Showcasing the best A honor of a different coior
WSUB has to offer
Jenn O'Callaghan_________
Journal Staff

WSUB from page 1________
want anything I did to be taken too
seriously."
According
to
Thegenus, his bad acting abilities
and love of the chche-fdled Mel
Brooks
film,
"Young
Frankenstein" drives the film
away from its serious counter
parts.
General Manager Jennifer
Bagley’s short film "The
Fudgesicle
Factory"
and
"America's Next Top Model"
spoof both received big laughs.
Controlling the action from the
projection booth in the C. Walsh
Theatre, Bagley admitted to
nerves before screening her edited
conversation with Tyra Banks.
"No one's going to laugh," she
said. In an episode of the reahty
show that aired on April 13, the
normally cool and collected model
snapped at a contestant.
Using Tyra Bank's verbal
tyrade, Bagley improvised a fight
to big laughs from the audience.
Bagley's other film, "The
Fudgesicle Factory," focused on
the aftermath of a breakup. The
opening sequence features Bagley
happily playing on the beach and
making snow angels.
"It wasn't even supposed to be
funny," she said. But the audience

thought otherwise.
Citing the British sitcom,
"Absolutely Fabulous" as a major
influence, Bagley enjoys wacky
humor that goes too far.
Neurotic, controlling and sim
ply crazy, Bagley's inspiration is
reflected in two minor characters.
While Bagley claims the char
acters aren't based on anyone spe
cific, they are "relatable."
"Everyone has known those peo
ple," she said.
A documentary by Joshua
Peters, "Common Bums" received
high marks from both Thegenus
and Bagley. Peters interviewed
two homeless men, who frequent
Boston Common.
An untitled film noir by Jason
Carter was hailed by Thegenus as
the "best-looking" film of the
night. The‘work in progress is the
combined efforts of the advanced
media production class.
Bagley called Matt Thompson
and Mike Carrier's film, "Carrie
the Cyclist," "fun to watch with an
audience."
,
The filmmakers encouraged
audience participation by handing
out Foreigner lyrics.
Overall, pleased with both the
turnout and various reactions to
the films, Thegenus said, "I'm glad
people laughed."

This spring Suffolk will be
joining many other universities
and colleges in recognizing its gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
students, along with their allies,
who will be graduating this May.
Lavender Graduation, the name
of the ceremony, which specially
recognizes GLBT students gradu
ating college, was first developed
by Dr. Ronni Sanlo in 1995 at the
University of Michigan. Sanlo
later brought the ceremony with
her when she went to work at
UCLA. Since then, many colleges
and universities have organized
Lavender Graduation ceremonies.
According to Jeremy Hayes,
Suffolk's assistant director of
GLBT Services, about 40 colleges
and universities around the coun
try held Lavender Graduation cer
emonies last year.
About six seniors are expected
to be recognized in Suffolk's cere
mony on Thur., April 28. The
graduating seniors will receive a
certificate, as well as a rainbow
tassel or similar item. The keynote
speaker will be Robyn Ochs, an
activist and author.
Members ofiSuffolk's adminis
tration are expected to attend,
including
President
David
Sargent, Dean of Students Nancy
Stoll and Dr. Eric Lee, the director

of Suffolk's Diversity Services. A
reception will follow the ceremo
ny.
The ceremony was organized
by the Office of Diversity
Services, along with help from
students from the Rainbow
Alhance. Hayes, who had worked
on previous Lavender Graduation
ceremonies during his time at
Iowa State University, said that the
ceremony was over the past cou
ple of months. Hayes said he is
happy that Suffolk is among the
growing number of schools organ
izing these ceremonies.
Rob Laurent, a member of
Suffolk Students for Peace and
Justice who said he supports the
development
of
Lavender
Graduation at Suffolk, emphasized
that this ceremony will have a far
different tone than the alternative
graduation ceremony organized
last year.
Last year's alternative gradua
tion was organized, in part, as a
protest to the choice of
Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney as commencement
speaker. Some students did not
feel welcome at the university's
graduation and chose not to attend
because Romney had opposed and
spoken out against gay marriage.
Eric Coulombe, treasurer of
Rainbow Alliance, sees Lavender
Graduation as a positive experi
ence for GLBT students and their

allies because it builds communi
ty. He is also pleased that this year
there will be a ceremony that was
out over a period of time, whereas
last year, he feels, the alternative
graduation event was more impro
vised and political.
This
year's
Lavender
Graduation is meant to commemo
rate the accomplishments of
GLBT students who have navigat
ed their way through college. In
addition to the issues all college
students face, Hayes says, GLBT
students have the added issues
about "coming out," choosing
when and whom they come out to.
"Taking the opportunity to con
gratulate them is important,"
Hayes said.
Hayes noted how various eth
nic clubs have, in the past, organ
ized ceremonies to recognize their
own and that it is important for the
GLBT community to do the same.
He said he hopes that Lavender
Graduation will become a univer
sity tradition that GLBT students
will look forward to as a special
day for them to join with the com
munity and their friends.
For students who may feel iso
lated, the ceremony is a way to
feel more connected, according to
Hayes.
Lavender Graduation will take
place on Thurs., April 28, at 1 p.m.
on the fourth floor of the Donahue
building.

Alcohol survey provides
outreach to campus

A new creative ‘Venture’, students
unveil re-vamped literary magazine

ALCOHOL from page 1

VENTURE from page 1

small sample can only reflect so
much. "Even though it's not repre
sentative, there is no reason to
believe that it is skewed in terms
of the observations."
According to the counseling
center's report, the average
Suffolk survey participant drinks
alcohol twice a month, consuming
3-4 beverages on a typical day
they're drinking. 20 out of the 202
surveyed consume more than 7-10
alcoholic beverages on two or
more days a week, and "at least
once in the last year, 31.7 percent
of the survey participants were not
able to remember what happened
the night before because of their
alcohol intake."
When asked what he thought
was a typical amount of alcohol
intake for a college student, soph
omore Kevin Chan commented
that consuming 1-2 beverages was
social drinking and that 3-4 might
be considered "partying."
"I see people drinking shots
and seven beers," said Chan of a
typical night out when students
might be consuming alcohol.
Gemignani, who's currently
enrolled in the University of
Florida as an undergraduate stu
dent working towards his Ph.D. in
counsehng psychology, said that
in his four years of experience as a
counselor he has become well
aware of the common problem of
student drinking.
"In the college population there
is tons of pressure to go out and

drink and get wasted, it's ahnost
considered a normal part of the
college life," Gemignani said.
Of the 202 participants, 80 per
cent were between the age of 18
and 22. Half of the individuals
with "hazardous" scores were
between the ages of 17-20, a stat
that according to the report fell in
fine with national data.
"People drink everywhere, I
don't think Suffolk's really differ
ent in that sense," said junior Chris
Craig-Comin. "But I don't think
it's quite as extreme as other
schools in Boston or a UMass."
Gemignani, who said that the
AUDIT took five minutes for the
student to fill out, two minutes to
score and then about five minutes
or more to give feedback, was not
surprised when most of the
responses coincided with national
statistics concerning student alco
hol consumption.
"A lot of things could have
been done a different way if we
wanted to have a statistical repre
sentation of the Suffolk popula
tion," commented Gemignani.
"Our goal was to have a general
idea of what's going on [at
Suffolk] and to also have an idea
of what the participants are getting
out of this."
"I think what is remarkable
beside the result here is that there
is an institutional level at Suffolk
University that wants to become,
as much as possible, a part of the
outreach to students when the stu
dents may have concerns."

graduating
senior
Valerie
Cwiekowski in an e-mail
response.
"We were forced to cut down
the issue for budget reasons and
could have easily ran a 160 to 170
page edition ... We feel this year's
issue has strack a balance between
poetry, fiction, and the poetryprose section, which was one of
our main goals for the 2005 edi
tion."
Junior and poetry contributor
James Moreau had similar senti
ments.
"I was completely floored
when I saw this year's edition of
Venture," Moreau said via e-mail.
"It's damn beautiful! Compared to
last year's, I really feel so honored
to be part of something so profes
sionally done. It was overwhelm
ing to say the least."
The layout of this yeafs publi
cation differs from last year's
Venture in that the text was written
on pages with images of tom note
books, pencil marks, paper chps
and post-it notes in the back
ground, as opposed to simply
black text on white paper.
There are also more instances
of artwork on the same pages as
text and the inclusion of an
"Everything in Between" section.
"The artistic flourishes were
obviously a significant departure
from past years, but the overall
quality of [Venture] and the obvi

ous amount of work that went into literary magazine ranged from
it gave me great pleasure," said slapstick humor, to sarcasm to
Faculty Adviser and short-story contemplations of suicide.
contributor Quentin Miller in an e
"We wanted to set a standard
for excellency, you might say, but
mail response.
"The organization is excellent at the same time we wanted to
and the 'Everything in Between' have a very diverse collection,
section testifies to the fact that the which I absolutely love," Garzik
editors are creative people who said in a phone-interview.
At the April 21 meeting, howls
know that art isn't always easily
classified." The contributions var of laughter erapted from the audi
ied in form and inspiration.
ence during Scala's reading of the
"When I wrote 'Penmanship,' I first section of his short story
was bored in a class and wrote that "Excerpts
from:
Suburban
instead of taking notes like every Knights," involving a miserable
one else was," said freshman con post-office clerk and his hostility
tributor Lacey Perkins, via e-mail towards the customers.
■
of her poem about a creative five"No, I won't 'go postal,"' Scala
year old.
read. "And yes, you are the first
"I don't think 'Penmanship' person to think of that joke."
really related to any of the other
Attendants also read some of
pieces in Venture and that's one of the poetry of Joshua Rosenblatt, a
the great things about Venture; it's senior editor who had to leave
a really varied collection of work Suffolk and was unable to attend
from a variety of people."
the meeting.
Junior Bob Finneran wrote a
"It was our way of showing
. short-story about two Irish fisher him how much he meant to the
man. "I wrote it in about a week," magazine," Garzik said.
said Finneran.
"It's just a way for him to be
"I started with just this idea of a there in spirit."
vision of this guy fishing and
Moreau, who had worked with
being pulled through the water by' Rosenblatt previously, agreed.
what he thought was a fish, but he
"Josh Rosenblatt's [poem] 'For
was really the victim of a practical My Mother' was extremely mov
joke ... The hardest part of doing ing," Moreau said.
it was trying to figure out how to
"His poetry is absolutely sub
make it sound like, like how to lime and it was an absolute pleas
describe the contraption ... I then ure working with him and having
realized it didn't have to make him edit my pieces."
sense, it just had to be funny."
Copies of Venture can be found
The genres touched upon in the in the Student Activities Center.
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Opinion
staff Editorial
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What a year it has been.
We here at the Journal thought it might be worthwhile to take a look
back at year that has past. What broke our hearts, what made us smile
and what made us laugh.
This time last year we were wrapped up in controversy. Governor
Mitt Romney was coming to address our graduating students. Many
called it foul, saying Romney was the wrong choice; the Journal was
there.
A nation stopped to remember a former president when Ronald
Regan died; the Journal was there.
We began the school year after loosing a valued member of our com
munity. Leo Lopez was taken from us too soon and now, almost a year
later, the search for his killer continues; as campus members grieved
their friend, the Journal was there.
Suffolk's campus expanded when the major real estate deal was
approved with the purchase of 73 Tremont St; the Journal was there.
And yes, we had our faults.. .When the convenient store at the 150
residence hall was robbed; the Journal was there, even if we did misspell
the headline. A "convient" robbery is pretty serious!
Then there was the week when our lead headline was "Ordinance
proposed." Yeah, we know...Lame!
How about our headline "Party's over: No tolerance for college riot
ing," that is good to know, since there was such a tolerance for such
behavior before. "Students protest" wasn't much better, but the Journal
was there. We made up for it with headlines like" 'Meat' the new guy on
campus," that ran with the story of the new Sausage Guy store at the end
of Temple Street.
Hometown hero John Kerry was put on a national stage against
President George W. Bush. He lost, but the Journal was there.
We'll admit it, we dropped the ball and hardly covered the Red Sox
winning the world "effin" series. We blame that one on our Editor in
Chief who was worried about some riots or something.
We had some good photos this year, but we had our share of down
right awful ones too. One late night'we had no picture for our front-page
story about student clubs missing important paperwork deadhnes.
Solution: take a picture of the exterior of student organization offices
and write a caption that starts "Offices like these..."; the Journal was
still there.We had our infamous dreidel issue, where clay object over
took the "O" in Suffolk; the Journal was definitely there.
We were shocked to learn about a plunger wielding Suffolk student
and a partying co-ed who couldn't handle her hquor; yes, the Journal was
there. Tuition broke the 20k mark this year; the Journal was there.
A steam pipe evacuated Donahue and made for a very colorful front
page photo for our premier color issue; and yes, the Journal was there.
It has been a busy year covering these events and coming up with
corny headhnes. We'U be back next year. Debates will continue, stories
are waiting to be told, people are waiting to share their hves with us and
the Journal will be there.
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Seeking refuge in Canada
Last month, the Canadian
Immigration and Refuge Board
denied refugee status to the first
Iraqi war deserter to apply, Jeremy

Sean Scanlon
Hinzman, 26, after he fled Fort
Bragg before his unit was
deployed to Iraq. Hinzman isn't
alone, for there is a recent move
ment of American deserters who
are looking for refuge in Canada
as their parents' generation did 30
years ago during Vietnam.
The Canadian Government,
though opposed to the war, has sofar refused refuge status to the
deserters because, unlike Vietnam,
these young men and women vol

unteered for service and then
decided to desert.
This debate, though happening
on Canadian soil, is quite impor
tant to our generation here in
America. With the Iraq war's end
nowhere in sight, there has been
talk of the re-instatement of the
draft. Where does this leave those,
like myself, who beheve that this
war is wrong?
In 1969, then-prime minister
Pierre Trudeau declared Canada "a
refuge from militarism." Some
50,000 American men fled to the
north, to avoid fighting in the war
in Vietnam.
These men were viewed by
some as traitors and not allowed to
return to American until 1977
when President Carter granted
amnesty to Americans who had

sought refuge in Canada.
Today, there are 10 Iraq war
deserters who are seeking refugee
status. Eight of them are in there
20s and two of them are 19. The
number of deserters is bound to
grow as our current foreign situa
tion worsens and the re-installa
tion of the draft would certainly
cause a flood of our generation to
the north.
Though there is not much we
can do for these 10 brave men, we
should all certainly put some
thought into what we would all do
if we were called upon to fight in
this misguided war. I believe what
these men are doing is courageous
and there is no doubt in my mind
that we are all going to be faced
with this complex problem sooner
then later.

Matthew F. Wilder
■
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Garrett Quinn

Michael Conte

When will they learn?
She must have the
patience of a saint. As I
watched SGA President
Becky Harlow handle her
self quite well at last
week's SGA meeting, most
of which was consumed
with passing the Student
Activities Budget as drawn up by the
Finance Committee, I could only imagine
the patience she must have. A process that
should have taken no more then 10 minutes,
took an hour and half.
But this meeting helped me see the light,
the truth if you will. I have long been wrong
in my criticism of SGA. The vast majority
of the members of SGA tty to make thenorganization both useful and efficient. It's
the only a select few that bog down the
organization.
I walked into that meeting as just a casu
al observer and when I saw Ryan Bates give
a short explanation of the proposed Budget,
it took me all of two minutes to understand
it. It boggles the mind when some supposed
informed SGA members sit there scratching
there heads when they See a few columns of
numbers.
When my class president Steve Maher
stood up repeatingly questioning the budget,
I wondered what planet he was currently on,
since it was no where near the planet earth.
I got even more fmstrated when he, along
with SGA member Sean Scanlon, Michael
Walsh and Ryan Fateman tried to make
unnecessary amendments to a budget that
the Finance Committee had spent countless
hours preparing. It was as though they had
pulled these proposed amendments and
numbers out of their asses.
One of these amendments proposed by
Scanlon should perk the ears of various stu
dent leaders and members of various clubs.
He proposed the budget for the Leadership
Retreat in the fall be totally cut and the
money be used elsewhere. Basically

Scanlon wanted to cut out a program that
every year helps the various student clubs
come together as a strong unit, thus better
ing the clubs themselves and the events they
.
.
hold.
What good is it if clubs get an extra bit of
money when they won't have the skills to
use it effectively? Not only was Scanlon
using faulty logic but he was proposing
massive changes to a budget he had no
working knowledge of.
It was a frustrating spectacle seeing an
SGA meeting held hostage by cadre of illinformed members. Becky finally made a
very interesting and thought-provoking
statement - if these members where so con
cerned with the budget, maybe they should
have gone to Finance Committee meetings.
A very novel idea those clueless mem
bers of SGA should have followed, except
for one small problem - The Suffolk Journal
does not cover these meetings. Those meet
ings are not a showcase for egos or
grandiose amendments or speeches. Those
meetings are where the real work gets done.
I wonder if there had been some sort of stu
dent media at those Finance meetings if
Steve Maher or Sean Scanlon would have
found away to attend those.
The real stage is the SGA meetings on
Thursday, during the student activities peri
od. Those are the times for frivolous amend
ments, ego boosting exposure and fake pos
turing. Those are the meetings the Journal
covers; those are the meetings that someone
can grab some glory.
As a student body we must decide who
we want in our SGA, hard-working,
informed members, or those who like to
stroke their ego, those who go into impor
tant meetings not being prepared or those
who feel they must push their own agenda.
I wish all the luck to next year's SGA
president Allen Motenko, I'm sure he is up
for the job, but after seeing last week's meet
ing though, who would even want it?

An editor’s final farewell...
Time sure does fly. A year ago I was
honored to be named Editor in Chief of our
school newspaper. It truly has been an

Matt Wilder
experience I will keep with me for a time to
come. I had the rare opportunity of seeing
Suffolk in a different hght. At times it was
stressful and at times it gave me reason to
laugh.
The staff of this paper has stayed up late,
risked flunking exams and fought like sibhngs on numerous occasions - but through
all of this we have learned more than we
could have ever learned in a classroom.
We started the year with high hopes,
great vision and golden standards and are
now ending with much of that accom
plished. Through it all, the staff of this paper
stuck with it. There are times when we
thought, "Why are we here typing under
gruesome florescent lights, when I could be
home in bed?"
The answer was found the next morning
when we walked through campus and found
people reading our work. Newspapers, in
many respects are at the core of a commu
nity and this one is no different.
The added bonus in our case was that we

could use this as a learning tool and that we
have. Of course the learning does not stop
here, but what a great foundation we have
built. There were some that complained,
others that were there with a pat on the back
when we messed up, or did it right. To each
of you I sincerely say thank you. You are the
reason this has been an honor for me.
It is a grand responsibility to cover the
place where you live and attend school. I did
not take that responsibility lightly because I
knew what it meant to you. There will be
many people who will sit in my seat in years
to follow, just hke the many before me. To
each of those yet to come, I wish them the
joy of covering a place like Suffolk.
A true gem in a pretty great city, if I do
say so myself. There are plenty of institu
tions of higher learning in Boston, but there
is only one Suffolk-and in my humble opin
ion, no place even compares.
I would be remiss if I did not publicly
thank the staff that I have come to consider
family. They are all talented, committed
and wise people who will go far.
We have not always agreed, but what
was great about that is that we were repre
senting an already diverse campus.
We have asked our last questions, fielded
our last phone call and checked our last
spelhng, as we turn out the light in our
Donahue office we are proud yet humbled.
What a ride it has been, thanks to all of you.

Vivat Papam
Think back to high
school. Ah, yes, the days
of bad lunch and passing
notes in class. For some
J that was a long time ago
and for others it was only
yesterday. Some high
school institutions never
change, hke bad lunch, passing notes and,
of course, that great past-time of detention.
Unless you were an apple pohsher, you
probably had to serve one sometime in
your iUustrious high school career.
Maybe you were late to school too many
times (that was me), maybe you were
caught passing notes in class or you were
the essential class clown who went too far.
If you were real bad you were sum
moned out of class by the dreaded vice
principal. "Oh, you're in trouble," the class
would mockingly say.
The vice principal was never the popu
lar figure in high school. He was the sher
iff. The disciphnarian. You would always
hear from the troublemaker, "oh, he's such
a jerk" or "he's so tough on me." The only
way they could see him was through a neg
ative lens. These students only met him as
Mr. Smith the vice principal, never as Bob
Smith, the person.
Why would they have anything positive
to say about him anyway? He was always
correcting them and discipUning them. I
cannot think of one person who enjoys
being discipUned and paying the conse
quences for their actions.
Sometimes the "villainous" vice princi
pal is promoted and moves up to the posi
tion of principal, or headmaster. The job, of
principal, is different from that of vice prin
cipal. The principal, as opposed to the vice
principal, does not handle many discipli
nary problems. He's more involved in the
hands on, day-to-day work. His position is
much more visual and out in the open. He
is the figurehead of the institution of learn
ing and has to now gain his bearings.
Principals have to be much more adminis
trative, they have to hsten and they work in
a different capacity, too.
Pope Benedict XVI, formerly Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger, mirrors the belea
guered vice
principal with a reputation soiled by an
outspoken super minority who is promoted
to the position of principal. As prefect of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faithful, Cardinal Ratzinger had a similar
job to that of a vice principal, only on a
much larger scale. He had to deal with dis
sidents in the church on the left and the
right.
There were theologians who preached
reUgious relativism, or the idea that all
faiths are equal and that there is not one
tme rehgion, like the Sri Lankan priest.
Father Tissa Balasuriya. Balasuriya was
excommunicated from the Church but a
year later he reconciled his differences with
the Vatican after
There were those who dragged their feet
when it came to the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council like the former French
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre. He created a
schism in the church with his Society of St.
Pius X and was evenmally excommunicat

w

ed in 1988, along with his entire organiza
tion. The new pope has dealt with what he
called "great filth" in the church in the form
of the clergy sex abuse scandal. Saying of
the church's problems "a boat about to sink,
a boat taking on water on every side."
For his handling of deviants he has been
called a "hardliner" and "conservative."
Some have even said authoritarian. He only
a hardliner to those he disciplined just like
the vice principal was a jerk because he
told you not to be late. It is not as if some
one would enjoy issuing penalties for doing
something wrong. Do you think a meter
maid gets a rush every time they slip a big,
bright, orange, ticket under your wind
shield wiper? During an interview with
EWTN, he called his job "[his] most
uncomfortable post." He even submitted
his resignation to Pope John Paul n. Twice.
Ask people who know him or have met
him and they will tell you that he is a very
humble and shy person, reserved even. It
has been reported that he was looking for
ward to retirement in his native Bavaria.
This sentiment was confirmed by his words
at his first papal audience, "As slowly the
balloting showed me that, so to speak, the
guillotine would fall on me, I got quite
dizzy." The New York Times reported that
he prayed to God asking that he choose
someone else, "You have younger and bet
ter men, who can do this work with differ
ent verve and strength." The story contin
ued, "Then he said with a sigh, 'This time
He didn't hsten to me.'"
During that audience with pilgrims from
Germany he smashed that silly caricature
of him as a cold and mean spirited man, as
he has at all of his other public appear
ances: smiling, laughing and joyously wav
ing to the throngs that desperately seek out
a mere glimpse of the new pontiff. He's
even kissing and of course blessing, babies.
So much for "God's Rottweiler" as the
London tabloid The Daily Express, pro
claimed.
Perhaps the vice principal from your
high school was so old that he was involved
in the the major renovation of it nearly 50
years ago. There was a need to expand
make some aesthetic, improvements to the
school, like adding fire sprinklers and
improving the science labs. Maybe they
added a language lab for French, Spanish
or even German.
Cardinal Ratzinger at age 78 was indeed
part of the major renovation of his institu
tion: The Second Vatican Council. He was
one of the major players in Pope John
XXIII reform of the Church. He was one of
the major advocates for changes in the
Mass, particularly celebrating the Mass in
the local language of the parish instead of
the traditional Latin. At the age of 35 the
young German theologian was quickly
making a name for himself.
He never looked at it that way.
Pope Benedict XVI just considers him
self "a humble servant in the Vineyard of
the Lord." He will surprise us in the same
way when the vice principal took over as
principal. And just like the new principal he
has really big shoes to fill.
Send comments, questions or story
ideas to gatrett.quinn@suffolk.edu.

We re not done yet.
Look for our summer issue.
Contribute!
suffolkjournal @ hotmail.com
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Suffolk and Sargent synonymous with success
MATT WILDER
journal staff

This was not what he expected.
David J. Sargent came to Suffolk
University in the 1950's; he never
thought he would become president of
the Beacon Hili institution. It was a
young Sargent who was studying at
the University of New Hampshire. One
summer while he was working as a
lifeguard he met man who was attend
ing a smali law school in Boston, the
rest as they say is history, with a lot in
between.
Sitting in his office on the 25th floor
of the One Beacon Street building, of
which Suffoik leases space, Sargent
was open yet reserved when
approached by The Suffolk Journal
about his 48 years at Suffoik.
"There must be someone more

deserving of your time," the 73 yearold said. But Sargent has been the face
of the university for over a decade and
many rumors claim he will retire after
the 2006 centennial celebrations,
Sargent talked about plans for retire
ment during interviews with the
Journal early this year, but wouid not
offer a specific date. (More later in the
story.)
Still after all these years, there
seems an air of mystery about the
man who has sat in the top seat since
1989. He is friendly, almost grandfatherly, yet at the same time to many
students he appears aioof.
His accomplishments are plenty as
Suffolk has changed enormously under
his leadership. When Sargent first
came to Suffolk, it was a predominate
ly Irish, Catholic, commuter school
where students from places like

Everett and Medford came to get an
education at a good price. Sargent
contends Suffolk is still a place for peo
ple of that or similar backgrounds, but
he is quick to point out how much
Suffolk has expanded, both physically
and academically.
Today's Suffolk hardly resembles
the Suffolk of the 1950's or the 1980's
for that matter. When Sargent attend
ed Suffolk Law School in 1954, classes
were held in the Archer building - now
has gleaming and prominent head
quarters on Tremont Street bearing his
name. With students now coming to
Boston to study from countries across
the giobe, as well as campuses in
Madrid, Spain and Dakar, Senegal,
Sargent couldn't be prouder.
Sitting in his office, which is ade
quate, not too large yet not confined
Sargent talked on two occasions for

hours about his time at Suffolk. Two of
the walls in the space are windows,
offering breathtaking views of Boston
and beyond. One wall holds various
paintings and other framed items. One
of the frames holds a sketch, of a dap
per man who seems to giving a
speech. Sargent explains that it is a
court sketch of him, arguing a case in
front of the United States Supreme
Court.
For years while Sargent practiced
law and taught at Suffolk he battled
against what he calls anti-consumer
laws, including efforts to oppose auto
insurance reforms. Sargent said that in
many ways he was fighting for the
poor who were afflicted by such laws.
Sargent fondly recalled the days of
yesteryear, when he would briskly walk
from a downtown courtroom to a
see SARGENT, page 12

BC, getting the rare opportunity to not
only play basketball; but to do so under
the tutelage of his childhood icon. "I
was fortunate to receive an athletic
scholarship to play basketball at
Boston College," said Nelson.
"I had the good fortune to have my
boyhood idol. Bob Cousy, as my bas
ketball coach."
Nelson spent four years at BC
before moving on to Boston State
College, where he received a master's
degree in counseling.
Despite choosing Boston College,
Nelson was still able to develop rela
tionships with members of Suffolk,
which proved to be the foundation for
an unexpected future.
Throughout Nelson's collegiate
years, the Suffoik Rams held their
home games and practices at the
Cambridge YMCA, where he was stili a
member.
"During semester break when I was

home and at other times, I wouid go
down ... and I would practice with the
Suffolk players," recalled Nelson.
"There were times when because of
class conflicts at Suffolk ... they might
not have ten players and I would join
in and scrimmage with them. So in
that way I got to know some of the
Suffolk players and obviously I got to
know Mr. Law," he continued
While working towards his master's
at Boston
State,
Nelson was
approached by a Suffolk player and
was told that the institution was look
ing for an assistant to Law in the ath
letics department. He submitted his
name, and in 1966, Jim Nelson began
his career at Suffolk University, immediateiy taking on various roles in the
department.
"At that time my responsibilities
when I first came were as an assistant

Two Suffolk staples have carved their names in the
university's history.
A former Suffolk Law student. President David J.
Sargent (left) has served as the head of the
university since 1989.
Athletics director Jim Nelson began his career at
Suffoik in 1966 and doesn't show any signs of
slowing down.

Approaching the
39-year mark,
Nelson reflects
on Suffolk career
RICH PARENTEAU

■

where his interest in basketball would
be significantly enhanced by his boy
hood idoi and Celtic legend. Bob Cousy.
In just under a month, Suffolk will
During that time, the Celtics held
be recognizing its graduates who have their practices at the YMCA. Nelson
spent four long years working, grinding soon became a ball boy for the team,
their way towards commencement. but he did more than just retrieve
This fall, however, will mark 4 decades missed shots. He spent his time taking
of awe-inspiring ieadership and guid in "observations and some personal
ance from one of Suffolk's most instruction from both Bob Cousy ... and
respected and distinguished facuity from [eight-time NBA All-Star] Bill
members.
Sharman," Nelson said.
Director of Athletics and former
As Nelson's basketball life started
men's basketball coach Jim Nelson is in biossoming and coming into focus, so
the midst of closing out his 39th year did his affiliation with Suffolk
as a member of the Suffolk communi University. After playing basketball
ty. A native of Arlington, Mass., Neison during high schooi and for one year at
has been associated with the institu prep school. Nelson was contacted by
tion for what seems like a lifetime.
then Athletic Director Charlie Law to
He grew up in what he refers to as attend the school. "Although I was
"the great republic of Cambridge," impressed with Suffolk University, I
where he attended both eiementary made my decision to attend Boston
and high schooi and became a member college," he said.
of the Cambridge YMCA. It was there.
Nelson had every reason to go to
journal staff

see NELSON, page 14
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Unconventional ‘toons draw fans to Boston
ROSE FRANCOIS
journal staff

This year will be Suffolk student
Yassir Jean-Charles' first year at Anime
Boston, after he had attempting to
attend the previous two conventions.
"There are not enough words to
described how excited I am," said
Jean-Charles. He admits that he is still
angry that he could not attend the pre
vious two.
Anime conventions may have begun
out West, but slowly they've made
their way to the East Coast, though not
to Boston. Before 2003, anime fans
had to satisfy their craving at other
conventions in New England such as
PortConMaine, held in Portland, Maine
and Bakuretsu Con, in South
Burlington, Vt.
In 2003 that all changed when
Anime Boston came to Beantown. The
convention, the brainchild of those in
the New England Anime Society, which
identifies itself on it's website as a non
profit organization dedicated to fur
thering public education and under
standing of the Japanese language and
culture, was held at the Boston Park
Plaza Hotel in downtown Boston.
When it began, Anime Boston cre
ators expected a maximum number of
1,000 to 2,000 participants, a high
number for a first year convention.
When close to 2,000 people pre-registered, they realized their convention
was a record breaker before it even
began.
In its first year, Anime Boston had
4,110 fans attend the convention and
had to turn away hundreds more after
the fire marshal stepped in.
In 2004, the number of attendees
was reduced to 3,656 due to security
and fire concerns. Many fans missed
out on 2004's convention because reg
istration was closed early and the

numbers were limited. They hoped
2005 would be different.

This year, Anime Boston will have a
new home, a much more spacious one
at that. Anime Boston 2005 will be held
at the Hynes Convention Center with a
few events being held at the conven
tion hotel, the Sheraton Boston, from
April 29-30.
The Hynes Convention Center has
193,000 square feet of exhibit space
and five exhibit halls. Needless-to-say,
when news of the site change reached
fans, the excitement was barely con
tainable.
In the United States, the advent of
the Cartoon Network, and most
recently the Anime Network, has
brought anime to a larger American
crowd. Anime is now becoming main
stream, and with it interest in conven
tions. Like most conventions, anime
conventions exist so that fans can min
gle with each other, their beloved stars
and buy and see new products. A con
vention helps both the distributors of
anime and its fans.
Most people do not know such con
ventions even exist. "What is an anime
convention?"
asked
22-year-old
Michael Joseph of Watertown, Mass. "A
geek festival?"
Depending on who you are, not
quite.
As far as anime conventions go, the
Mecca for all anime fans is Anime
Expo, held in Anaheim, Calif, each

y

r

oldest and largest anime convention in
North America, Anime Expo had over
17,000 fans and professionals attend
last year's convention alone.
The true value of such a convention
can be seen with anime distributors
and companies. It is at these conven
tions that new products are released
and new trends start.
A perfect example of this would be
Bandai's decision to use Anime Expo to
launch the "Gundam Wing" series in
the U.S. in 2000. The decision proved
to be both lucrative for both Bandai
and Cartoon Network, the domestic
release of Gundam Wing eventually
spawning the release of more Gundam
series.
Anime Boston 2005 will have typical
anime convention features such as a
Music Video Contest, Video Games
rooms. Panels and Workshops, Artists'
Alley and the ever-popular vendor
rooms, where fans can purchase anime
products.
Anime Boston is now the largest
anime convention in New England and
one of the ten largest in the United
States. This year Anime Boston esti
mates 6,000 to 8,000 people will
attend, but that is just an estimate.
Fans know this year's convention will
be bigger than ever and can hardly
contain their excitement. For many,
this will be their first year attending an
anime convention.
Jean-Charles' is what his friends
------------------------ nfrpn refer
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to as "a dealer." He is the man with the
goods. He has a large and growing col
lection of the newest anime on the
market and even some material that
can only be found in Asia.
Jean-Charles, who is looking for
ward mostly to the industry panels,
expects the convention to be "mass
pandemonium."
Also attending Anime Boston for the
first time is freshman Steven Tine. "I
don't know what to expect," said Tine.
Tine, who became interested in
anime in 8th grade after watching
"Dragon Ball Z," said a number of his
friends are coming down from
Wakefield, Mass, and will also attend.
"We did group pre-registration,"
explained Tine. "I don't even know
most of them though." Their group will
reach just over the required number of
individuals needed to form a group.
Many anime fans that attend con
ventions dress up as their favorite
characters in what is known as cos
playing, or costume playing.
These fans, also called layers in
Japan, often have sophisticated and
intricately made costumes and make
up so they can accurately resemble the
characters they wish to portray.
Anime fans have come to expect
that some individuals may not quite
understand what anime is and its
appeal. "A lot of people think it's car
toons," said Tine.
What they do not realize, he
explained, is exactly how many TV
shows in Japan are animation. Asked
whether he himself has been teased,
Jean-Charles said, "From time to time.
They don't understand the nuances of
Japanese culture or think its porno."
Neither fan let's scoffing or laughter
deter them from their love anime
though, for as Jean-Charles said,
"Anime fans are more resilient and
open-minded."
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DIPTHONG
breaks out of
Mass, suburbia
LARKRISSETTO
journal staff

When I got the assignment to inter
view this local band I figured we would
meet up at some city location or per
haps a restaurant for an "informal"
chat. Between appetizers and the main
course we wouid discuss the history of
the band, how things are going in the
present and where they see them
selves in the future.
It's very rare that I have to hop a
commuter rail from North Station and
venture 20 minutes north into the land
of white picket fences and happy
nuclear families.
Each stop on the ride seemed like a
notch on the belt of suburbia, but what
laid at the destination I did not expecta budding music scene.
Tewksbury, Mass, has long been
seen as just another one of those small
New England towns that has little to
offer besides an abundance of Dunkin'
Donuts'. However, iooking deeper into
the town there is a hidden jewei and an
untapped resource - rock n' roll bands.
At every curve of the country roads lies
yet another open garage door with a
young band just starting out.
One of those emerging rock bands
has been together since 1998 and has
proven to be one of the longest stand
ing bands in the area.
Dipthong, comprised of guitarist
Matt Vincenty, vocalist/guitarist Kyle

rough rehearsals and jam sessions a
tentative band forms, but most impor
tantly there is a sense of camaraderie.
Kids you went to kindergarten and high
school with are the same kids you now
practice and have a beer with.
If on the lucky chance that one-day
a record deal springs from that once
unattainable dream, there is also a
hope that the friendship and brother
hood won't falter along the way.
After sitting down with Dipthong it
was obvious they weren't your typical
local stereotypes. The jam space,
adorned in cheap Christmas lights,
band posters and a random piece of
women's underwear tacked to the wall,
showed that these boys were the real
deal - musicians with a penchant for
comedy. The modest space was what
one might expect from a band getting
their act together and getting, for the
most part, serious.
As I walked in all the members were
present minus the drummer, a sup
posed usual for their Tuesday and
Thursday practice sessions.
After small talk and a few lazy
strums of the guitar for warm up, Scott
graced us with his presence and prac
tice began.
"Chemicals," the new single for the
band on their upcoming EP State of
Emergency, kicked off the practice.
Extremely well rehearsed and tight,
the band proved in a mere few-minute
span that they have a certain "some
thing" that could explode if given the

Photo courtesy of Chrissy Cook

left to right: Matt Vincenty, Scott Lynn, Ryan Hopkins and Kyle
Corsetti make like rockstars in local Tewksbury, Mass.
seemed that many bands go through
the process of losing and gaining mem
bers. What matters is what the new
person brings to the table.
Before Vincenty joined the band,
Dipthong had only auditioned one gui
tarist and then asked Matt to jam with
them. "It wasn't even like an audition.
Kyle was just like 'Matt, you should
come jam with us,"' Vincenty said.
"I had heard that they had broken
up and I was going to steal Scott
[drummer] for my own purposes, but

Dipthong, a band who simply defines
their sound as heavy rock, walk that
thin iine between radio friendly and
being a band that a kid's mom would
call "noisy racket."
"I don't know. We have been told we
sound like Slipknot, of all things, and
Queensryche," said Corsetti. "It totally
doesn't make sense, but we have
songs that are radio friendly. Hell, once
someone in Tewksbury even said I
sound like a country singer."
What intrigues many people about

You're either wicked scene, punk or
you want to be Godsmack.
Corsetti, bassist Ryan Hopkins and
drummer Scott Lynn, have created a
loud buzz for themselves in this seem
ingly quiet town.
For years, bands have started out in
tiny garages and jam spaces, writing
song after song with hopes that one
will be a hit.
In small town America the only way
to start a band is to ask around your
high school to see who plays drums or
who is decent on the guitar. After a few

Dipthong is.**
Matt Vincenty - Guitar
Kyle Corsettii - Vocals/Guitar
Ryan Hopkins - Bass
Scott Lynn - Drums
For more info visit dipthong.net

radio play.
The catchy tune filled the tiny room
as Corsetti's voice, at times abrasive
and at others calming, hit every note
with comfort and ease. The song con
cluded, the guitars and drumsticks
were put down and it was then that I
realized this was not going to be your
conventional interview.
The jam space, perfect for piaying
but pressed for sitting space, forced us
all to sit Indian style on the floor the
way an "informal" chat should take
place. Starting off with the smali talk
questions like "How long have you
guys been together?" and "What has
Matt brought to the band since he
joined?" seemed like small questions to
them, but painting the portrait of a
local band is not easy.
"Weii, I brought a second guitar,"
joked Vincenty. "No but seriously, it's
almost like a completely different
band."
In an almost Spinal Tap fashion it

Kyle just said to come jam."
musicians is the fact that they create
Then the rest was history. Matt art. Every note and every lyric is writ
joins, they jam and a few tentative ten from the ground up, which makes
songs come out.
.
people wonder just what inspires
They are rough and need work, but them. Like many other artists, politics
the band seems cohesive in vision and and the government have a hand in
styie, something the guys are not most of what Corsetti writes about.
ashamed to talk about.
Several bands out there have
"You know what's funny about that? shown their support for a political
I hate people who can't define their party, a trend that is growing by ieaps
style," said Vincenty with a bit of and bounds. Local bands are very well
annoyance. "It's bullshit. There are known for displaying their frustrations
bands that you listen to and you sound and fears, many of which seem to cen
like those bands you're iistening to ter around their distrust of President
because there is no such thing as orig George W. Bush.
inal anymore."
"More than half of our songs are
In a scene where originality and political. We will just all say we were
artistic merit seem to be the corner supporting Kerry in the last election,"
stone of crowd appeal, where does a said Corsetti.
band lie who doesn't mind being com
However, to pigeonhole the band
mercial? The Boston scene is filled with into being strictly political would be
kids who are dying to be a part of a wrong. Corsetti also stressed that
secret, niche music community.
'some songs are simply fictional stories
They want to be the harbingers of
new genres and a new "it" band.
see DIPTHONG, page 13
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alternative
SPRING BREAK is usually a time where students go out partying. They don't
usually drive 18 hours to help build houses. But for 15 Suffolk students and
faculty that's exactly what they did. Suffolk's Organization of Uplifting Lives
through Service (SOULS) coordinated a trip to North Carolina to engage in
Habitat for Humanity's Collegiate Challenge Program.
At 7 a.m. Saturday March 12, 2005 the long group piled themselves and a
few belongings into three mini-vans and prepared themselves for the journey
ahead. They drove through a blizzard, took many U-turns and stayed in
downtown Washington D.C. for a night.
By the time the group arrived in North Carolina they were ready to start
working.
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A NORMAL WORKDAY Started early. The group
had to be at the site at 8 a.m. From there, the
group was divided into smaller groups, bound for
different sites. The group worked at five different
sites over the week. The houses were in various
stages of construction, some needed a complete
outer shell. While other just needed the final
touches of paint or new floors.
.
Other sites included house repairs. The workload
included shingling, digging irrigation trenches,
tiling, insulation, placing hurricane clips into studs
and other tasks.
At noon the groups broke for lunch and then start
ed work promptly again at 1 p.m. until about 3
p.m. The group then cleaned up and headed to the
local YMCA for showers.
The nights were filled with dinners donated from
local churches, group-bonding time followed by late
nights, sitting on the stoop, just talking about life.
Photos by Suzi Brander.
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"ASB WITH HABITAT is one of the most beneficial and rewarding experi
ences any student could have. Reaching out and helping others instead of
drunken madness is incredibly fun. Here you can make friends that will last
a lifetime. But most importantly, you are making a physical impact in
someone's life, you are helping make them a house that will become a
home," said Wendy Booth, student coordinator of Alternative Spring Break.

If you'd like more infomation on Alternative Spring Break or community
service, you can contact the SOULS office at souls@suffolk.edu
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President clears the air
SARGENT from page 7
Beacon Hill classroom. He taught at
the law school from 1957 to 1973. It
was in 1973 he was promoted to
Dean of Suffolk Law School. Sargent
made his mark quickly as dean. He
encouraged the board of trustees to
reduce class sizes and bring on more
professors, and arguably his proud
est achievement - having the law
school accredited in just four short
years, to the amazement of many.

The day he almost left
After almost 17 years as dean of
Suffolk Law, Sargent decided it was
time to move on. He was in Miami, in
1989 where he was offered a job as
executive director of the American
trial lawyers, that night the Suffolk
board of trustees offered him a job as
president of Suffolk University. It
took just a matter of minutes for him
to realize this was the job of a life
time.
Dean of Students Nancy C. Soil
has worked with Sargent closely dur
ing his administration. "He's very

future for Suffolk, and how much of it
does he plan to be a part of?

Retirement
Sargent won't publicly announce
when he plans to retire. Rumors are
that he, along with other longtime
Suffolk administrators, may retire
next year after the 2006 centennial
celebrations, but those are just that
- rumors.
Sargent said he realizes he can't
stay here forever and knows it will be
difficult to severe ties when the time
becomes necessary.
To somewhat lessen his workload
and help with a smooth transition,
Sargent brought on Suffolk's first
provost, Patricia Maguire Meservey
late last year.

The Future
Although Sargent's tenure may be
winding down, his ideas still spawn
and his vision of Suffolk has no lim
its. When asked what he would like to
see in the future for Suffolk, his eyes
light up.
More residence halls, more stu-

I think the reason he is liked so much is that
people know that he loves Suffolk University and
it has been an enormous part of his life and that
shows through everything he does for Suffolk.
Bring these back and

get pennies
on the dollar.

Bring these back and
get $250 in discounts
on travel, DVD movies, software, and more!
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Here's all you need to do:
> Return your Comcast cable box, remote, and/or Comcast-provided modem to
your local Comcast Payment Center (visit www.comcast.com to find the
Payment Center near you).
> Go to www.comcast-ne.com/students and register for your $250 rewards card.
> When you receive your rewards card via mail, you'll have exclusive access to a
website marketplace with tons of deals, including travel, DVD movies, magazines,
software, and more! It's that simple!

Offer expires 6/15/05, One rewards card per customer account, while supplies Iasi
Please allow 8-10 weeks for defery of rei'/ards card. Rewards card: The balance
loaded on tiro card vrill provide inslan! point of sale savings for eacfi ol Itie sup
pliers of the designaled websile. lire level ol savings varies belween prod
uct and suppler. Please visit wwiv.comcast.com-ritfstu(l8nts for com
plete deals. © 2005 Comcast Cable Communications, Inc. All
rights reserved. A22P-M2505V1 -At 2N£

(Comcast

open and very honest about whatev
er topic you are discussing ... he has
a very humane quality," she said.
Jackie Parker, Sargent's adminis
trative assistant, has worked by his
side since he was the dean of the law
school. "I think the reason he is liked
so much is that people know that he
loves Suffolk University and it has
been an enormous part of hjs life and
that shows through everything he
does for Suffolk," Parker said.
So what does Sargent see in the

dent facilities, and athletic facilities
top the list of things he would like to
see happen. He would also like to
"continue the pursuit for excellence,"
by starting an honors college.
Sargent also envisions a school of
nursing and a school of engineering.
He would expect some of this to
become reality within the next
decade.
"The college has room to grow
without changing its character,"
Sargent said.
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Local band redefines budding Boston scene
DIPTHONG from page 9
that are completely bizarre.
Some can even be seen as gibberish
and mean nothing at all.
There seemed to have been little for
drummer Lynn or bassist Hopkins to
say during our chat, but Lynn did offer
to speak about the song writing
process.
"There were a few songs where we
were show-ready within like five prac
tices," he said. There was, at this point
in the interview, a little disagreement
between the members about dry spells
in the writing process.
Vincenty, who seemed to take the
stage as spokesperson, had plenty to
say about the topic. "It's not like we try
and nothing comes out," said Vincenty
in rebuttal to Corsetti admitting writers
block. Then out of the woodwork
Hopkins asked, "Ummm when was the
last time we wrote a song?" Of course
the disagreement was playful and In
good fun, but nonetheless the guys
show they aren't all about the head
nods.
Another issue local bands tackle
when starting out is facing the fear that
they could sound too much like some
one else.
In a world filled with conglomerated
media and a lack of diversity it seems
that there is more imitation than inno
vation. There is always a fear that a
guitar riff may sound too much like a
Tool song, or the vocals sound like a
second-rate Eddie Vedder impression.
The major dilemma is the way a
new act gets around that problem and
it is harder than it seems.
"I'll prevent myself from listening to
any music while I'm writing so that
that won't happen," said Corsetti. "Last
week when I was writing riffs I would
n't listen to any music."
The conversation got serious and
the jokes died down, as it seemed we
were now getting to the deeper ques
tions. The local scene has been both
praised and insulted, but Vincenty was
not afraid to lend his opinion as always.
"Do you want an honest answer or
an answer that will make people say,
'Wow those are nice guys?"' he asked.
Always opting for the honest answer,
Vincenty gladly continued by brashly
saying, "Every band sucksi There are
like five out of 200 bands that are
good." Corsetti continued by saying,
"When we play a show we will play
weakest link with the bands. We will sit
there and watch their sets to see
where we fit."
On a lighter, more positive note,
Corsetti did want to clarify what he
thinks of the local scene.
"It doesn't suck. A lot of the bands
are really cool. I wouldn't make it as
bleak as Matt said, there are definitely
more than five [out of 200]," argued
Corsetti. Vincenty, of course, tried to
back up his claim, but by then it was
simply agreeing to disagree. To end the
discussion, Vincenty noted, "You're
either wicked scene, or punk or you
want to be Godsmack."
There's a kind of wonderment with
how the local scene works and how
bands make contacts and get their
name out. It is all about whom you
know and what you know in the music
game so getting a local name out is like
an uphill battle.
"Think about it, if you're a local

■
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Think about it, if
you're a local band
you can have like a
zillion fans... if you
play the same city
over and over
again your crowd
will diminish ...

Photos courtesy of Dave Urbina

band you can have like a zillion fans.
How can you puli every show if you're
playing in the same city like week after
week?" asked Corsetti.
.
"Let's say you're a big band and you
go to Boston or Worcester or some
thing and all these kids come to see
you because you only come like once
every six months, even with your pop
ularity, your CD sales, your fan base; if
you play the same city over and over
again your crowd will diminish ... we
don't really have the answer either."
After seeing the band several times
live, it's easy to see what makes them
so appealing.
Their music is heavy, but with a
melodic sensibility that makes it
catchy. Their stage presence and
showmanship is what makes the show,
aside from how tight and well prepared
they are.
Looking at all of them I can tell how
badly they want to do this for a living.
Giving their all at a show with only 40
kids in the crowd, perhaps even less,
only makes me wonder how they
would look in front of a crowd of 1,000
or bigger. It is the passion and drive
that is eminent on their faces, and in
their eyes the craving is there.
The guys are hungry for more. It is
just a matter of the steps to get there.
The issue of touring seems to be
another huge issue with bands. Usually
band members all have other jobs or
go to school, so what can a band do
when they have all that responsibility?
The phrase, "Don't quit your day
job" exists for a reason. Corsetti goes
to school full time and works at Brooks
Pharmacy while Vincenty works full
time at Daddy's Junky Music.
Lynn and Hopkins both work at car
dealerships and go to school as well.
There just doesn't seem to be enough
hours in a day for these bands to get
out there and tour.
Also, without funding from a record
label the only solution while touring is
to sleep in a van after gigs. These are
kids from everyday middle class subur
bia, not kids from upper class New
England. Hopefully there will be a solu
tion to this someday, but for now it
remains a debacle for local bands.
It was at this point that the tape
recorder turned off and the "informal"
chat came to a close.
After shaking hands with the guys
they went back to their instruments
and back to work.
There is still so much to be done
before their EP State of Emergency hits
stores, but they are eager to dive in.
Watching them play a few more
tracks off the record, it's hard not to
see them in a different light.
That formerly mentioned sense of
brotherhood and chemistry is showing
now more than ever. They will continue
to write, they will continue to practice
and they will continue to lug all their
equipment to shows.
Their busy schedules will be worked
around and they will keep up hope that
they can someday make it in the music
world. On the ride back into the big city
I thought the town less like a boring
suburb and more like a breeding
ground for something big.
These guys that grew up together,
went to school together and now play
together could one day see their band
on the marquis- out of the jam space
and into the headphones of millions.
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Nelson’s ‘lifetime’ at Suffolk far from over
NELSON from page 8

to the athletic director, I was assistant
basketball coach to Charlie Law, assis
tant baseball coach to a terrific coach
by the name of George Doucet, and I
was the instructor for a required Phys
Ed course," he explained.
With all the responsibilities placed
on Nelson, he still found time to con
tinue his interest in playing basketball,
taking the opportunity to continue his
legacy on the court.
After playing semi-professional ball
and winning the New England
Championship for a team sponsored by
his hometown YMCA, Nelson was ready
to take his skills international. "I was
approached by a good friend who was
Greek and who had played over in
Greece, and they were looking for
someone to come over and play for
their Greek team," said Nelson.
In 1972, Nelson traded in his suit for
a uniform, taking a leave of absence
from Suffolk to play professional bas
ketball in Greece. "We had a four-yearold, a two-year-old and a six-monthold baby and we packed our bags and
off to Athens we went," recalled
Nelson.
"It was a wonderfully enjoyable
year. I went back to Athens for the
Olympic games this past August and I
reconnected with several of my former
teammates. In many regards it was a
homecoming for me."
It was five years later in 1977, when
Charlie Law retired due to an illness,
that Nelson was appointed as both
men’s basketball head coach and
director of athletics for Suffolk
University.
In his years as head athletics direc
tor, Nelson has been at the forefront of

various and significant changes to the
face of the university, adding programs
such as softball, cross country and vol
leyball, and reviving such programs as
soccer and hockey.
However, the biggest addition
directed by Nelson came in 1991. "A
long time dream of so many to have an
athletic facility here on campus was
realized with the opening of the
Ridgeway building, with the gymnasi
um and fitness center," said Nelson.
While he had been focused on mak
ing a positive impact on the university
and its students for nearly three
decades as an athletic director and
coach, in 1996 Nelson was able to
make a difference on a national level,
being named the national chairman for
NCAA Division III basketball.
But with this promotional gain for
Nelson came a significant loss for
Suffolk. "With the additional responsi
bilities of a vastly growing university, I
relinquished my coaching responsibili
ties and concentrated full time on
being the director of athletics," said
Nelson.
These commitments, which are still
part of his everyday routine, consist
mainly of securing practice and gameday fields for the school's various
teams. Nelson also deals with the
budgetary issues of the Division III
program, as well as continuing his
inherited Theory and Practice of
Athletics class, which is offered every
semester.
Nelson receives assistance from the
staff of the department, whom he
holds in high regard. "I'm blessed with
a wonderful secretary in Carol Maggio
and three very professional and com
petent full time individuals in Cary
McConnell, Elaine Schwager and Jeff
Stone," commented Nelson.
The feeling is mutual between the
companions. "He's just a huge part of
the university," explained Schwager.
"He participates and supports every
body. He goes out of his way to make
you feel comfortable."
A large portion of Nelson's time is
spent out of the office and on the field
of play, watching and supporting the
Suffolk teams during games. Though
it's a sacrifice that often creates 15hour workdays for Nelson, he considers
it a central part of his job as athletic
director.
"I think it is important to attend all
home matches and also a number of
away matches when the schedule per

mits for a number of reasons," said
Nelson. "That will keep me here until
past ten o'clock at night and I go home
and get a good night's sleep and start
all over again at 7:30 in the morning."
A humble Nelson would simply call
this doing his job. But only someone as
truly dedicated and committed as
Nelson would miss out on his niece's
wedding in order to fulfill his duties as
a coach.
"I did go to the reception after the
game," laughed Nelson. "But she
reminds me that just as she was get
ting married, that I was also married to
Suffolk University."
An unbreakable bond has formed
between Nelson, the institution and the
people that make up Suffolk. He has
given this school his time and energy
and in return has received a second
home and a second family.
"Suffolk has not only been my
employer, but in many regards it has
also provided my social life because of
the many social activities that do take
place here," said Nelson. "It has assist
ed me greatly in growing both profes
sionally and personally."
It is rare not to see Nelson behind
his desk or doing some job-related
task, being the first one in and the last
one out, day after day. Yet, there are
more dimensions to him that go undis
covered to the unaware mind.
For instance. Nelson has a tremen
dous sense of humor. Before getting
married, he promised his wife they
would be hitched before he turned 25
years old.
"The day before my 25th birthday
we were married and then the next day
I turned 25, so I kept my part of the
bargain," joked Nelson.
He also still keeps up with the game
of basketball, whether he is holding
clinics in the summer for youth groups
or practicing on his own time. Nelson
adds his own Cousy-like touch to the
summer program, first by dribbling two
balls behind his back, between his legs,
lying down, and doing sit ups all while
blindfolded.
"My wife many times makes the
comment, 'Just think, I could have
married a fellow from Harvard
University. Instead I married someone
who can dribble two basketballs blind
folded,"' remarked Nelson.
The second of Nelson's gimmicks
comes when he steps up to the line to
shoot free throws.
Nelson once sank 49 consecutive

shots from the line. What made it even
more astounding was that he did it
with his eyes closed.
"It's muscle-memory reflex. You are
doing the same thing over and over
and you're just doing what your motor
skills lead you to do," Nelson said sim
ply. "It's a point to know in terms of
mental success. That's a big part of
any activity, whether it be academic,
athletic or business: building up a
mental confidence and feeling good
about yourself."
Aside from showcasing his skills on
the hardwood. Nelson has performed
on a much larger stage. Well before the
advent of "American Idol," for just over
ten years, he sang the national anthem
at the Suffolk undergraduate com
mencement ceremonies.
"When I went out there to sing it.
I'm not sure whether I was incredibly
accomplished at it or the audience of
students were in shock that the bas
ketball coach and athletic director was
standing in front of them, but I do
recall getting a warm round of
applause," recalled Nelson. "It became
a tradition for a number of years,
which I enjoyed immensely."
His singing career coming to a con
clusion around 1999, retirement is also
still in the distant future for Nelson,
whether he likes to think about it or
not. "My wife indicates that she is not
going to allow me to retire because I
still have too much energy and I may
just be a nuisance at home rather than
a helpful person," joked Nelson.
However, Nelson is serious about his
commitment to Suffolk and will look to
continue being an influence even after
he leaves. "When that time does come.
I'm thankful for the blessing of good
health and I would still look forward to
playing some role at our university," he
said.
Suffolk has gone through many
changes since the 1960's, and Jim
Nelson has been at the forefront of
many of them.
He has revitalized and upgraded the
athletics program and has had a pro
found influence on countless students
who have come through the depart
ment over the years.
Having attended BC, he is not a
direct product of Suffolk. He is Suffolk
University. As Nelson often says when
reflecting on his 39 successful years
here, "I spent four years at Boston
College, but I've had a lifetime at
Suffolk University."

My wife many times makes the
comment, 'Just think, I could
have married a fellow from
Harvard University. Instead I
married someone who can dribble
two basketballs blindfolded.'
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From under Chicago, Fall Out Boy rocks Avalon
AlexKeUy
Journal Staff

Fall Out Boy, a new pop-punk band out
of Chicago, swept through Boston on April
24 with a whirlwind of excitement.
Anybody who is into the so-called scene
was at this show.
Everyone was talking about it and need
less to say the Avalon quickly sold out in the
weeks prior to the show. Expectations ran
high, but guys from Fall Out Boy did not
disappoint anyone.
This tour was Fall Out Boy's first head
lining tour. Label mates from Fueled By
Ramen and Victory Records joined them on
tour.
The Academy Is.. .(Rock/Indie), Gym
Class Heroes (Hip-Hop/Indie) and
Silverstein (Hardcore/Emo/Rock) got the
crowd warmed up and excited for Fall Out
Boy.
Fall Out Boy's sound could be described
as emotional, pop-punk rock coupled with
lyrics that could kill. Writing songs and
lyrics are these boys' forte because every
word seems to have its place.
Every song seems to seize your attention
and make you listen to it one hundred times
over. The lyrics reflect heartbreak and detri
mental wishes upon aU ex-girlfriends.
Fall Out Boy, comprised of Patrick
Stump (vocals), Joe Trohman (guitar), Peter
Wentz (bass guitar) and Andy Hurley
(drums) are all sweethearts and I had the
pleasure of meeting them before the show
and got to sit down with Wentz to talk.
Dan, the band's tour manager, came to
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Fall Out Boy’s first headlining tour quickly sold out at the Avalon.
get me at the side of the Avalon stage and
walked me upstairs through the lounge,
across the Axis stage to meet with Wentz.
He asked me to come down to the stage
during Academy Is... to watch him sing a
part of their song. I said, "Sure!" I was obvi
ously jumping up and down (not literally) to
get the chance to watch the show from the
side of the stage.
So Wentz and I watched some of the
Academy Is...'s set, at which point he said
to me, "I'll be right back." As Wentz ran

onstage, I looked out to a sold-out Avalon
venue and into a sea of amazed faces. He
was easily recognized and cheered on as he
sang. He came back and walked me back to
their dressing room, where the rest of the
band was. I said hello to all of them and they
went back to being occupied by their Macs.
I didn't want to overstay my welcome so
we exchanged goodbyes and Dan led me
back downstairs where I became just anoth
er event spectator.
When the lights dimmed and the house

music faded. Fall Out Boy walked out on
stage and burst into "Tell that Mick He Just
Made My List of Things To Do Today."
They continued their energetic performance
with songs like "Nobody Puts Baby in the
Comer," "Grenade Jumper," "Chicago is So
Two Years Ago" and "Calm Before the
Storm."
The audience led the choras for "Grand
Theft Autumn," which was their first single
off of their debut album Take This to Your
Grave. They also gave a preview of songs
from their second album. From Under the
Cork Tree, like "Sugar, We're Coin Down"
and "Our Lawyer Made Us Change The
Name Of This Song So We Wouldn't Get
Sued."
At one point Wentz jumped from the top
of a stack of speakers. In between songs
they would talk to the audience and then get
right back into spinning around and looking
good while doing it. Nearing the end of the
performance, Wentz jumped on top of the
crowd when some guys from the Academy
Is...joined in their performance. Fall Out
Boy ended their set with an encore of
"Saturday."
It's nice to know that one of your favorite
bands can be so cool and down to earth. Fall
Out Boy is getting more famous by the sec
ond and I don't see how they couldn't.
Their live performance is amazing and
energetic.
They are an extremely talented band that
stays tme to themselves and their music. I
would suggest picking up the new album.
From Under the Cork Tree, on May 3 and
try not to wear out the CD.

Alex Kelly - Journal Staff

Alex Kelly - Journal Staff

Bassist Peter Wentz shows off his stomach, skiils and ink.

Joe Trohman gives it his ail in concert
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Gardner museum provides unique MFA aiternative
Colleen Finnerty
Journal Staff

Tucked away just a few blocks walk
from the MFA is a quirky gem of a museum
with a fascinating history. The Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum is like the MFA's
eccentric cousin - often overlooked but just
as interesting, with a distinctive and slightly
off kilter personality.
Home to over 2,500 works of art, the
Gardner Museum is a converted 15th centu
ry Venetian-style palace, consisting of an
airy courtyard garden surrounded by three
stories of galleries.
The courtyard is an ode to Mrs.
Gardner's love of flowers and it serves as an
elegant, beautiful centerpiece to a museum
that reflects the unique vision of its name
sake.
The 19th century aristocrat was an avid
patron of the arts who traveled the globe in
order to acquire new art. Like any trae
Bostonian, she was also a rabid Red Sox
fan.
Her exuberant and unconventional per
sonality captured the attention of the press,
causing many a scandal in polite Victorian
society.
Through it aO she maintained her sense
of humor, responding to rumors of her
escapades with the statement, "Don't spoil a
good story by telling the truth."
Her personality shines through in the
museum, which is a hodgepodge of tapes
tries, paintings, furniture, rare books and
other works of art.
Mrs. Gardner's will stipulated that the

Photo courtesy of Gardner Museum

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum courtyard acts as an artistic centerpiece.

works be exhibited according to her artistic
vision, so little has been altered since the
museum's opening in 1903.
Aside from the exhibits of works span
ning from ancient to modem art, including
monumental works such as Titian's
"Europa," the museum also offers an inti
mate and delightful glimpse into Mrs.
Gardner's passion for art.
The trae beauty of the museum comes
from the idiosyncrasies that reflect the per
sonality of its founder, like the head of a
cupid statue perched atop a doorway or the

slightly jumbled layouts of the exhibits.
Depending on the position of the sun, at
times some of the smaller rooms are
engulfed in darkness, making it difficult to
view the art, but enhancing the unique per
sonality of the museum.
The works are often displayed without
descriptive tags, so the audio guide to the
museum is recommended as a resource.
These quirks only enhance the museum's
charm.
In addition to the art, the building is
remarkable. The Venetian architecture

involves intricately carved woodwork, high
ceilings and of course the courtyard. The
ornate rooms are a stark contrast to the high
ly modem look of the MFA.
The Gardner museum is also home to a
colorful piece of history - the largest art theft
in history.
In 1990, thieves dressed as Boston police
officers stole 13 pieces of art, including
works by Rembrandt and Vermeer. The
works have yet to be recovered and there is
a $5 million reward offered for tips leading
to their return, so keep your eye out.
Modem art is not neglected at the
Gardner. Through the museum's artist-in
residence program, artists from storytellers
to painters have the opportunity to actually
live in the museum and use it as inspiration
for their work.
Currently on exhibit are the photographs
of artist in residence Dayanita Singh, enti
tled "Chairs."
The exhibit provides a modem counter
part to the other furniture on display at the
museum.
The Gardner also hosts the longest mnning music series in the country, including
performances by their world-renowned
chamber orchestra as well as a monthly jazz
event.
Regardless of what you're looking to
gain from your museum experience, the
Gardner offers it all in a gorgeous atmos
phere.
So next time you decide to pursue cultur
al sophistication, consider doing it in a place
where art, architecture, music and the histo
ry of the museum are part of the experience.

To the 200S Spring Ball
Pate: April 29th 2005
■■ :/

Time: *7:OOpm - 1 2:OOam
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^

Location: The Seaport World
Trade Center
200 Seaport Boulevard
Boston^ IVIA 022 1 O
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617-3a5~A^OOO
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Boston’s best dating nook

Staff Sounds

75 Chestnut Restaurant gets an A for ambiance

Jenn 0 Callaghan- Everclear, Best
of 1994-2004 - It has all the great
songs. I just saw them in concert so I

Jill Clark

am addicted.

A word of advice, boys:
although we realize that the major
ity of you are somewhat financial
ly challenged, we girls love it
when you take the time to break
the bank and sweep us off our feet.
Spoil us, woo us, show us that you
care - but most importantly, you've
gotta feed us.
A quick suggestion for all of
you: 75 Chestnut is one of the best
romantic restaurants in Boston to
take a date. It's quaint, shghtly hid
den away and cozy enough for the
perfect dinner with your sweet
heart.
From the outside, 75 Chestnut
is nothing more than a small room
with a dim streetlight or two
showing its presence.
If she hasn't heard of it before,
she won't be all that impressed by
the outside. But watch her when
you walk in; there will be definite
signs of approval, and maybe even
a tiny sparkle in her eye. The din
ing room is small, soft, comfort
able, and peifectly ht for a roman
tic night.
After your date soaks in the
atmosphere, the menu will
impress her even more (especially
if you teach yourself how to pro

Matt Wilder - Ben Folds, Songs for
Silverman - It makes me happy while
packing my dorm room.

Journal Staff

^FOLDS

leones
l^mFOR

Diwc'siuRjr

Garrett Quinn- Dinosaur Jr., Where
You Been - Nothing beats the loudest
band on earth.

Wriere
y<x
Ret*/

\

Amanda Bellamy- The Music, Welcome
to the North - It makes me wanna move
my lazy ass.

Lark Rissetto- Sparta, wiretap
Scars- Jim Ward is my hero.

nounce all those pesky French
words).
Both the neighborhood bar
menu and the dinner menu have
amazing food that isn't overly
fancy, and the portions are just
right for any size stomach.
The marinated steak tips are
perfect for every guy on a date
looking for some "real food," con
veniently not dainty gourmet cui
sine. They're tenderized in an
oregano-garhc marinade and per
fectly grilled with bistro-style
French fries.
She'll love the Wild Alaskan
King Salmon with five spices and
cinnamon-infused
spaghetti
squash. The salmon is meaty and
not overtly fishy, while the squash
is sweet and pairs flawlessly with
the salmon.
The dishes are somewhat
pricey; $14 for the steak tips and
$25 for the salmon.
The value of the restaurant and
of the romantic evening that will
be in store, however, wiU be well
worth the amount on the check.
Overall, 75 Chestnut is one of the
best places for a first date, second,
third or fourth date.
Yes boys, this meal may break
the budget a httle bit, but it's just
this once. And besides, we're
worth it, aren't we?

Off-Campus Housing Office
Need an apartment? Need a roommate? Don’t know where to go?
The Off-Campus Housing Office is designed to provide you with all of
the resources needed to be successful in your search. When you
are ready to begin—we are ready. Come by and see us!

O FFERING

c

OMMUTERS

H OUSING

Walk-in Address: 73Tremont Street/Third Floor
Phone; 617-573-8647
Fax: 617-742-^51
Email; ocho@suffolk.edu
Website; www.suffolk.edu/ocho

LOOKING TO START A CAREER?

The HoneyBaked Ham Company, a nationwide gourmet food retailer,
seeks ASSISTANT MANAGERS. No exp. Necessary. Starting salary
$25,000-$30,000 (depending on location of store), Paid Training
Program, Rapid Growth Potential, Bonus Programs, 401k/Profit
Sharing, Health Insurance, Paid Vacation/Sic^Personal Days, No
Sundays, No Nights (except Christmas/Easter weeks) great work
environment! Fax resume, ATTN: Ted at 781.639.1086.
THE

HONEYBAKED HAM
COMPAHY.

o

PPORTUNITI
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New artist Jem sparkles
Diana Rossi
Journal Staff

Welsh singer/producer Jem Griffiths has
been compared to such singers as Beth
Orton, Sarah McLachlan, Nelly Furtado and
Dido. Comparing Jem to any of these
singers is just harsh.
If Beth were a tad bit sluttier, Sarah a lit
tle raspier, Nelly a little deeper and Dido,
well, a little more talented, then maybe you
could put them in a similar category as Jem,
but this little spitfire is nothing ordinary and
hardly comparable.
On her 2004 debut album Finally Woken,
Jem experiments with blending seemingly
unblendable genres of music, fusing togeth
er everything from pop to hip hop to dub to
medieval choirs and every httle nook and
cranny in between.
On the opening track "They," Jem coyly
speaks up about the state of the world today,
grittily singing: "Who made up all the rales/
we follow them like fools/ believe them to
be trae/don't care to think them through/ and
I'm sorry so sorry/ I'm sorry it's like this."
"Come on Closer" was a cult hit, partly
for its involvement in the hit movie
"Closer."
With sultry, velvet vocals Jem croons:
"Gonna take it slow babe/ do it my way/
keep your eyes on me/ your reaction/ to my
action/ is what I want to see."
Amidst enchanting bells, heavy guitar
riffs and hard-hitting beats, this sexy ditty
pleases even the pradist of fans.
Musically, the title track is catchy, but the
lyrics are a bit too sugar-coated cereal for
the rest of the album. Yes, Jem is a positive

person and most of her songs reveal that, but
"Finally Woken" is a bit too bubble gum to
blend with the rest of the tracks.
The whole “I love my life” feel to it goes
just a tad bit over board, but it still delivers
as an original sounding slice of genius.
Jem proves that even the most optimistic
of people can sometimes have a meltdown
and maybe even once in a while see the
glass as half empty.
Jem takes her darkness to new levels,
reaching epic proportions on the track "24."
The premise behind the insanely heavy gui
tar/orchestral-driven story is the feehng of
being on death row with only 24 hours to
live.
With a violent charge Jem powerfully
cries out, "Been given 24 hours/ to tie up
loose ends/ to make amends/ His eyes said it
all /1 started to fall and the silence deafened/
head spinning round/ no time to sit down/
just wanted to ran and ran and ran/ be care
ful they say/ don't wish life away/ now I've
one day."
The rest of the song follows the morbid
thoughts one must have on death row,
shrinking from 24 hours, down to 18, to 13,
to 8, then finally to just one hour. "24" is
perhaps the closest one can get to under
standing life and death.
Perhaps the most personal track on
Finally Woken is "Missing You," a letter of
sorts to a past loved one.
With the lyrics: "I wish this could be a
happy song/ but my happiness disappeared
the moment you were gone/ tell me it's not
happening/ say it's not as it seems/ tell me
that I'm gonna wake up/ it's just a bad
dream," Jem opens up a piece of herself and

A ■■
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Breakout artist Jem delivers unapologetic anthems on Finally Woken.
puts on a very personal display. In a ballsy
move, Jem dedicates "Just a Ride" to the late
dark-comedian Bill Hicks.
With the chorus: "It's just a ride, it's just
a ride/ no need to ran, no need to hide/ it'll
take you round and round/ sometimes you're
up, sometimes you're down," Jem enlists a
sort of "carpe diem," "seize the day" feel to
balance out the sexy darkness that kicked off
the album.
Jem takes one small step for a singer, one
giant leap for a kick ass songwriter with
"Falling for You," heavy in some of the most
identifiable lyrics ever written.
An innocent and raspy Jem coos: "It's
true I've become a skeptic/ how many cou
ples really love/ just wish I had a crystal

ball/ to show me if it's worth it all."
Singing about being afraid to fall in love
again after being hurt, Jem taps into familial
territory.
Carving out a niche laced with sincerit
and genuine talent, Jem experiments musi
cally in a way most are scared to on debt
albums.
She shies away from any standard ai
makes anyone and everyone who liste
take notice.
Jem is a vessel for capacity who is
going anywhere.
She's strong and weak at the same tii
making her the most real thing to come
of music since Tori Amos - a bold staten
for a bold talent that is Jem.
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This ad is brought to you by the staff in the Financial Aid Office.
Thanks for a great year. Award letters for next year are scheduled to be mailed by July
forward to seeing you back on campus in September.

W(

Congratulations to ail our graduating students!
The following students were winners of the "Name Your Financial Aid Counselor" raffle at the 1
Street Fair.
Please drop by the Aid Office to collect your gift certificate.

•

Brian Anastas
Richard Lee
Jameson Yee
And Lephan Tieu is the Grand Prize winner of the $400.00 book award.
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Student (Sc fucultif

You
can’t
take
it
D/SCOUHts/
with you...
so let us store
it for you.
With This Coupon
Get ONE MONTH of RENT FREE!

Consider Planet Self Storage an after-school hangout for your stuff.
For maximum savings, rent any space & share the cost with your buddies.

PL

T

SEtf STORAGE
W/tere on E^rPh to ?uP ‘ionrStnff
- DOWNTOWN -

- SOUTH BOSTON -

- BOSTON ■

100 SOUTHAMPTON ST.
BOSTON, MA 02118

135 OLD COLONY AVE
S. BOSTON, MA 02127

33 TRAVELER ST.
BOSTON, MA 02118

(617) 445-6776

(617) 268-8282

(617) 426-7229

PAY FOR THREE MONTHS,
GET FOURTH MONTH FREE
Hurry, New Tenants Only Call for Details

We’re taking deposits now!
Shorter stay discounts available to students. Offer expires June
20, 2004. Offer applies to new tenants only. Limited availability.

Attention! Atteitio
All 2005 CAS & SSQ^ Graduates
participating Commencement
GRADUATION PACKETS will be available for pidk up on:
Monday, May 2 - Thm-sday, M^ 5
Friday, May 6

COMMENCEMENT MATERIALS \MLL NOT
BE RELEASED TO ANY STUDENT
WHO HAS NOT MET
THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

9:00 ajn.- 6:00 p.m.
9:00 ajit.- 4:45 pjn.

148 Cambri(lge Street, Ridgeway 207 - 2nd Floor
in the Dean of Students Conference Room

*

Student Accounts Office
. Clear any outstanding balances
Complete Perkins and/or College Exit Int^view
•

Graduation Regalia will be distributed in the Suffolk Bookstore and
ONLY to graduates who have their
graduation packet in hand.
(The graduation packet is a release form for graduation regalia)
* Don’t forget to bring your online receipt indicating that you
completed the Graduating Student Survey.

Financial Aid Office
Complete Stafford Loan Exit Interview

Registrar’s Office
Follow up on outstanding academic requimments
. Register for Summer (if petitiomng)
•
'
Dean of Students Office
Complete Giuduating Student Exit Survey

Questions?? Call the Dean of Students Office at 617-573-8239 or
Email: commencement@suffolk.edu
Visit us on the web: www.suffolk.edu/commencement

m
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Suffolk teams swing their way into playoffs
Richard Parenteau
Journal Staff

Throughout the season, it hasn't been a
question of whether or not the baseball and
softball teams would make the playoffs, but
more like who will each be playing in the
first round.
Teams that focus on the game at hand,
tend not to look past and disrespect the capa
bilities of their opponents. Expectations are
different. You can expect to end up with a
certain record, but there is a sense of humil
ity that lingers and keeps players and coach
es humble, knowing that they can be beat on
any given day.
For the most part, this has been the phi
losophy that Suffolk University's diamond
giants have followed throughout the 2005
season. Both teams started the year on fire
and they have been scorching up the base
paths since.
The baseball team won nine of its first 11
games after returning from spring training
and put together a pair of four-game win
ning steaks during that same stretch.
Coach Cary McConnell's crew took that
momentum and ran with it the rest of the
way, finishing with a 13-1 conference record
and a 2005 regular season GNAC champi
onship.
"I think our goal this year was to play our
best baseball down the stretch and to really
come together team-wise as the season went
on," said McConnell.
"Right now, we seem to be playing our

best baseball. We are swinging the bats well,
we are playing good defense and we are
pitching well and this is the time of year that
you want to play well," he added.
The Rams inked the number one seed in
the conference tournament and took home a
first round win after Southern Vermont
College forfeited the game.
Coincidently, Suffolk concluded thenregular season against Southern Vermont in
extreme fashion, putting on an offensive
onslaught against the Mountaineers.
The Rams absolutely trounced Southern
Vermont, winning by the outrageous score
of 47-1. Suffolk had 13 players with multi
ple hits, with GNAC rookie of the week
Nick Martinho and sophomore Steve Durant
each recording five. The thrashing included
six Suffolk homeruns, with a 17 run second
inning and a 12 run third.
The victory over the Mountaineers was
monumental for another reason, not con
cerning the blowout. The Rams 20th win of
the season also marked the 300th career vic
tory for coach McConnell.
"It's a number. It means I have been
around a while," joked McConnell. "I'm
proud of the guys who have played here
over the years that have allowed us to get to
300, but I would give them all back to get
into the NCAA and to have our players
experience what it is like to play in a nation
al tournament. That is why we work so hard
at what we do - to get that opportunity."
While the baseball team has enjoyed
tremendous success this year, Suffolk's soft

ball team has proven to be just as dominant
in their conference. With an 18-4 conference
record, the Rams are poised to make a run at
the 2005 GNAC championship.
The team caught fire early on, winning
12 of their first 13 games up north. During
this stretch, Suffolk also put together a sea
son high, nine game win streak. A perfect
balance of offense, defense and dedication
has been the winning formula for coach
Elaine Schwager and the Rams.
"Every day they have been showing up
more determined, more enthusiastic and this
is the time of the year that you need it,"
remarked Schwager.
"It feels like right now, the end is as easy,
exciting and enthusiastic as the beginning
was. That carries a lot of weight."
In their 26 total wins, Suffolk has posted
13 shutouts, led by the arms of seniors Erin
Pagel and Denise Trubia and freshmen Jenn
Elwell and Natalie West. "That is 100 per
cent team," said Schwager of the barrage of
shutouts.
"There is always a huge team piece to
anything like that. There is not one iota that
is singly just the pitcher. That defense has
been as solid as anything behind them."
Having already improved upon last
year's marks, Schwager's group is looking to
advance past the first round of the upcoming
tournament, which is something the team
failed to do in 2004.
However, this is not last season’s team
and the Rams have clearly set themselves
apart from their opponents, even in off the

ii
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After clinching the regular season GNAC
championship and the number one
seed In the tournament, the Rams are
looking to continue their winning ways
In the 2005 playoffs.
field aspects. The bond between the players
has strengthened as the end of the season
has drawn near, which is something that
other teams often fail to accomplish.
"It started out with the team chemistry,"
said Schwager. "But, a lot of teams start out
that way. Finishing that way is the biggest
challenge."
.

University Dateiine
For more information for getting your event listed In Dateline
contact the Student Activities Office at (617) 573-8082.
Wednesday, April 27
Career Doctor
ll:45am-l:15pm Sawyer Lobby
Campus Peace Walk
Noon-12:30pm Meet outside Donahue
Catholic Mass
1:15pm Interfaith Center, Donahue 540

f'J-

Confirmation Class
3- 4pm Interfaith Center, Donahue 540
Seif Defense for Women Series
4- 8pm 150 Tremont Auditorium
Performing Arts Showcase
7-9pm C. Walsh Theater

Thursday, April 28
Relaxation Day
Noon-2pm Donahue 403

First Annual GLBT Lavender Graduation
1pm Donahue Cafe
Program Council Weekly Meeting
1-2:15pm Archer 462A
Suffolk Students for Palestine
.
1pm Donahue 218A
CAS/SSOM Graduate Info Session
6-7:30pm Omni Parker House Hotel
Tim Reynolds Concert
7pm C. Walsh Theater
Baseball Team GNAC Second Round
Holman Stadium, Nashua, NH
Men's Tennis GNAC Semifinals

Friday, April 29
study
Abroad
Pre-Departure
Orientation l-4pm Archer 365

Program Council Spring Ball
7pm-Midnight
Seaport World Trade Center
Baseball Team GNAC Finals
Holman Stadium, Nashua, NH

Saturday, April 30
Men's Tennis GNAC Finals
Softball GNAC Tournament

Sunday, May 1
Softball GNAC Tournament

Tuesday, May 3
Bible Study
1:15pm Interfaith Center, Donahue 540
MBA Information Session
6-7pm Golder Room at Dean College
Undergraduate Information Session
6:30-7:30pm
Keller Room at Dean College

